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flame flickers on a single pallid crest. But the situa-
tion is still dangerous. There are occasional earth-
quakes, and ever and anon the dark rumbling of the
sea.

The Prime Minister had latterly done little that was
calculated to rally the electorate to his side. He had
been, a few months before, manoeuvred by the Leader
of the Opposition into resigning and then taking office
again, with the result that his prestige was seriously
damaged. When the appeal to the country could no
longer be delayed Mr, Gladstone offered the bribe of
the abolition of the Income Tax, but he was decisively
defeated at the polls In view of what the next century
was to witness it may not be without interest to quote
the opinion of The Times on these tactics: "The last
purpose to which the surplus ought to have been
applied was the purchase of a majority for the Govern-
ment. , . . The precedent of including a Budget in an
Election Address will assuredly not be repeated. But
for the defeat which ensued, Mr. Gladstone's innova-
tion might readily have degenerated into the worst
form of political corruption. His manifesto was simply
an appeal to the selfishness of the middle class*"

Mr. Chamberlain failed at Sheffield, but his defeat
was to some extent due to local differences among the
supporters of Mr* Gladstone. He had himself very
strong views on the way in which the issue had been
put before the electors, and he wrote an article for the
Fortnightly Review entitled " The Next Page of the
Liberal Programme" which was at once topical and
prophetic: after pointing out the difficulty of distin-
guishing "the party of the moderate Tories who do
not practise their principles from the party of the